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Kidz, go to www.soskids.com
to find out more about our beautiful oceans.
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Together we can
make a difference,

g AVE OUR OCEANS!
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Save Qur Seas Foundation

Save Qur Seas Foundation is a non-profit organization headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, which is committed to the
conservation of the worlds oceans.

In the 1970s the earth lost one species a day, but this may now have increased to as many as one species an hour. Scientists have
proved that many marine creatures survived unchanged for willions of years in unforgiving, often hostile environments. Yet in
a wuch shorter period, human interference has seriously upset this balance, dramatically affecting the plight of marine life, and
consequently the future of humanity as a whole.

While marine experts, scientists, and policy makers around the world gather to discuss the issues of sand-starved beaches, sea
pollution, exhaustive over fishing, and the devastation of marine life worldwide, the Save Our Seas Foundation has been launched
to help change the tide.

Encouraging awareness, protection, preservation and conservation of the global marine environment through research and
education is at the heart of the Foundation$s mission. Inspiring people, especially children, to fall in love with the sea by providing
informative and educational material will assist in better understanding the ocean world, and the many challenges that affect its
delicate ecosystewms.

The future of our oceans lies in our hands today. But it is crucial that we encourage children to embrace their role as quardians of
the water worlds of tomorrow.

“As long as there are people who care and take action, we can and we will make a difference”

The Founder
Save Qur Seas Foundation
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Why Ocean and Shark Conservation?

This is a note from Peter Verhoog and Georgina Wiersma, the CEOs of the Save Our Seas Foundation (SOSF), Peter
and Georgina are underwater photographers, writers, publishers and passionate advocates for ocean conservation and
education.

Our oceans are home to many creatures of unbelievable diversity and color. They cover about two-thirds of
the Earth’s surface and help create the atmosphere in which plants, humans and animals can live. They form
the life-support system for our planet, consuming carbon dioxide and producing between one-third and one-
half of the world’s oxygen.

These great masses of water also impact our weather and climate. And as home to many thousands of species of fishes and invertebrates,
oceans provide an important part of the global food chain. Both marine mammals and humans depend heavily on healthy oceans for food.
Unless the oceans remain healthy, whales, dolphins, other marine mammals - and even people - will not survive.

The oceans also provide social and economic goods and services, are used for tourism and recreation, marine transport and coastal
protection.

In salty ocean waters, the most common large predators are sharks. In spite of their inmense power and fully perfected streamline that
even evolution itself has left untouched for millions of years, they are not only extremely vulnerable, but also despised and slaughtered.
Sharks have long been hunted by fishers, who know how much the economic value of these animals has increased over the past twenty
years.Their fins are a delicacy for the Asian markets, and many millions of sharks die a miserable death as by-catch on fishing lines and in
nets. The main focus of the Save Our Seas Foundation is sharks. Sharks play a key role in the oceans, like lions do on land. They keep the
oceans fish and mammal populations healthy. If the sharks would disappear, the ecological balance in our oceans would be lost.

We hope that this book will evoke the same emotions in its readers as we have felt in our diving experiences: admiration, respect and awe.
And the sincere will to save the oceans’ creatures from extinction, so that every child in this world can see their beauty.

Peter Verhoog & Georgina Wiersma
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~ GROUPER
Gary Grouper is always gruwpy,
And when Finny asked him why, :
He said, “Because | have spots (/ save our seas (i
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P HAWKFISH &

'\ &)\ Henry the Hawkfish hasia long nose, &

: % Hes smart like a hawk and &
\

__ N & \J he shows what he knows.
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Finnys pen pal Koi lives in a freshwater\pond, &
The@?wKife to each other every week,

And of eacﬁ“’rer fh%yffye grown very/fond.
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But when she gets scared, ¢
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